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must     /    mustn’t  

Must: personal obligation / necessity / important to do it 

Mustn’t: not allowed / can’t do it / against the law 

Write in must or mustn’t in the sentences below: 

 
1. You __________ clean your bathroom at least once a week.  

 

2. You __________ visit the dentist if you have a teethache.  

 

3. You __________ smoke in hospital.  

 

4. You __________ visit the doctor if you have an ongoing pain. 

 

5. You __________ put out your bins to be collected.  

 

6. You __________ try to feed your children healthy food.  

 

7. You __________ throw rubbish in the street.  

 

8. You __________ learn English if you want to find a good job.  

 

9. You __________ call people bad names.  

 

10. You ___________ leave the gas on when you leave your home.  

 

11. You _________ do some exercise if you want to stay healthy.  

 

12. You __________ leave the restaurant without paying. 
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Must / have to 
 

‘Must’ and ‘have to’ are very similar. Both are very important responsibilities 
 
‘Must’ is a personal (or internal) obligation or necessity. 
 
‘Have to’ is an ‘external’ obligation (someone or something tell me to do to) 
or necessity; it is a little stronger than must.  
 
Put the phrases below in the correct category (don’t worry too much!)  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Must Have to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

pay my bills                 cut my nails                  brush my teeth               pay my rent 

buy phone credit                 keep in contact with friends                clean my kitchen 

sign a lease                    go to an appointment when required               make my bed 

drive carefully           put rubbish in the bin           go to the doctor if I’m very sick 

exercise to stay healthy            pay on the bus           show my receipt for a refund 

come to class to learn          pay into the cinema      show respect to others in class     
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What is the name of your country? _________________ 
 
In your country, do you … 
                                                       Yes, people do  /  No, people don’t 
 

have to wear a uniform to school? 

 
 

have to have a license to drive?  

 
 

have to pay for medicine?  

  
 

have to pay for the doctor? 

 
 

have to pay for the dentist?  

 
 

have to pay car tax and insurance? 

 
 

have to pay on the bus?  

 
 

have to have a license for your 

television? 
 

have to drive on the right side of 

the road?  
 

have to be 18 to buy cigarettes? 

  
 

have to be 18 to get married?  

 
 

have to put your rubbish in the 

bin? 
 

have to respect older people? 

 
 

have to go to school until you are 

16? 
 

have to pay for electricity?  

 
 

have to play sport in school? 

 
 

 


